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S U € €A Child is Born to Us!
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A child is born to us!

D e s Kk .Asonis given to us!

And he will be called,

AWonder f ul Counsel
OEternal Fat her ,
APrince of Peace
- Isaiah 9:6
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Welcome to Advent! We have been given a
precious gift, God has given his son to us!
Along with our family, friends and neighbors,
%t%S'join together to bring a strong and
resounding Christmas
Rejoiced God i s with wus! o

. In the following pages you will find a
yaiiety of gstivities for celebrating the message
of Christmas. We welcome (back)
Exttaerdinaire musicians, Lucy Scandrett on
harp, John Scandrett on French Horn, and Ron
Molinaro on violin. Rejoice through music, and
participate in an evening of Christmas
Caroling. Join in the excitement as our children
& teens perform an inspiring pageant telling us
of Jesusod6 birth. Pick
and read a brief lesson and scripture daily.
Bring your heart closer to Jesus, and enjoy the
beauty of our sanctuary as it is prepared for
worship & music through the season .

Now is time to come and worship Christ

the newborn King! Amen!
\.
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0, Advent & Worship Schedule

Advent is a time to widen and deepen our spiritual lives
ik so that we may experience the birth of Christ

#iTs

December 4, 2011 * Second Sunday of Advent
Regular Worship Schedule Observed*

We welcome John the Baptist to
AAAAAAAARARAMRAMRADRA
December 11, 2011 * Third Sunday of Advent
Regular Worship Scheduled Observed*

Lucy Scandrett on the Harp ~ Guest Musician at Traditional Worship

We wel come Mary to worship as we cont
Christmas Caroling Party 5:30
ARAAAAAAARAARARM
December 18, 2011 * Unity Sunday Schedule
One Worship Service Beginning at 10am in the EUCC
Merry Mission. Impossible ~ Childrends Christmas
Lunch Served Following Worship ~ All are Invited!
ARAAAAAAARARARARM
December 24, 2011 * Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
7pm in the Sanctuary
Ron Molinaro on the Violin ~ Guest Musician

A Service of Lessons & Carols
AAAAAAAAAAARARDRM
December 25 & January 1 * Christmas Day and
One Worship Service beginning at 10am in the Sanctuary
(No Lunch Reception To Follow)
AAAAAAAARAARARARDA
Regular Time Schedule
8:30am Contemporary Worship in the EUCC

9:30 -10:30am Sunday School (No Sunday School on Unity Sundays in December)

11:00am Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary
11:00am Faithful Followers in the EUCC
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From The Pastoros

Advent is both a time of looking back to the coming of God in the form of Jesus and looking
forward to Goddbs coming again. God |l ongs to be
ourselves remembering, waiting, and fostering our expectancy, anticipation, and longing for God.

East Union provides places to pray, play and share what it means for each of us to prepare a
place for God, to imagine the significance of Immanueli whi ch means fAGod wilth
theme of the season for us Al magining | mmanuye/
feature a different biblical character musing on the coming Savior. These characters will be in
costume and in context.

SAIAH ~ First, we meet the Prophet Isaiah, who lived in Jerusalem roughly 700 years

before the birth of Christ. | sai ahds book [con
Bi bl e. He stressed the need for Godadgowprkeforp|l e
mishpat (Justice) and proclaimtorah( God6és teaching) . | sai ah 1iimag

suffering servant, who would save his people from their sins a universal king from the line of
David.

OHN THE BAPTIST ~ Second, we will meet John the Baptist, who was the cousin of

Jesus and born just before him. John had his own effective and successful ministry apart
from Jesus. John had disciples and was a well-known preacher who called the people of
his day to repent (change their way) of &
to a |lifestyle of serving Goddés interests.
compell ed people to mark the change in thei
ARY ~ Third, we will meet Mary, the mother of Jesus. She knew Jesus like no one

else. She entertained the angel who would announce his birth, she carried him for
nine months in her womb, she bore him fAi
and watched him grow. She knew from the
purpose for him. She watched his extraordinary ministry unfold and she watched him lay

down his life i only to withess God raise him up again.
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After hearing from these three, we will celebrate with a Unity Sunday on December 18" when
East Union will come together to waMecrhr youMi sCshiidr
| mpossible. o0 Throughout the seasadfromoaowni | | ble b
musicians and singers, to guests like Lucy Scandrett and John Scandrett (playing at our 11 am
Traditional Service on Sunday, December 11" and Ronald Molinaro who will play at our
Christmas Eve Service). Of course, we host our wildly popular Breakfast with Santa on
December 3™, and also go caroling with our Youth Group on the evening of December 11",

| hope you, your family and friends will join us during this special season. We will listen for
and practice welcoming God. Come and imagine Immanuel, as together we prepare the way for
AGod with wus. o

May this Advent and Christmas season be a meaningful one for you and yours.

Peace,
James
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Session met on Wednesday, November 16, 2011 in the Administration Building. Topics
discussed and approved included:

e The Deacon will pack 55 Thanksgiving Baskets

e The 2012 budget was approved by Session

e Session approved John Burk to be the Treasurer and Vicki Callender as the Financial
Secretary for the year 2012

e The Woods Grant was mailed on November 12, 2011. The grant is for new more efficient
lighting in the Community Center (see Trustee Report below)
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Trustee Report by Carol Bock J
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HVAC System IGoa thiags hagedbéen heard about the new heating and air
conditioning (HVAC) system in the East Union Community Center (EUCC). The Trustees are
pleased that the new system is making such a good impression. The new system was
purchased and installed early in October. The two Lennox units are making comfortable heat
and cooling air for the EUCC. The units are more efficient and environmentally agreeable than
the old units ever were. Because the units are not working as hard the energy consumption will
decrease. By installing these new efficient units the EUCC has become an improved
environmental structure.

Back in the late spring, it was determined that it was not be safe to light the heating unit
when cold weather returned. To make matters worse the cooling units were questionable also.
Where and how do to get replace the original unit became the Trustees' problem. Mike
McCormick, our maintenance man came through with a reliable company at an affordable price
for the new units. The trustees applied and received a $2,500 grant from Ira R. Wood and
Frances Wood Charitable Trust designated for the new HVAC system. Session approved using
the Capital Endowment fund to pay the remainder of the cost.

Efficient Li ght ilLasgmonththetThusteesagdih@vére offered an opportunity
to apply for a Wood's Grant. This time the proposal was written to improve the lighting in the
EUCC in a manner that could cut the electricity used by a third or more. The EUCC is an
outstanding way to serve the community through Christian outreach. Any improvements that
make the building more affordable to run is considered by the Trustees.

Wi nteri zing OuThe TBustées bperya fiave seen the Plexi- glass sides on the
steps protecting the Nursery School entrance. And have you seen the new cover to better
winterize the window wall on the administration building? Take a look around at all the buildings
and you will see many improvements have been made to the East Union buildings.



Missions: Lend a hand ® lift a heart
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Serving God through Mission!

Mission is everywhere. The word "mission” often implies traveling to another country to teach
and work. The work done in foreign missions is important, of course, but we can't all make
the trip. What we can do, however, is be faithful servants where we live. Mission is about put-

ng the face and name of

many ways & any place and any day.

Jesus in front 0

Our Kids in Mission
Our Sunday School Mission Project for
November created a Christmas Scrapbook for
Wedley Estime 1 the Haitian Child we sponsor
through Compassion International. The card
contained pictures of our children with personal
notes and well-wishes for Wedley. East Union
member (and Creative Memories Consultan)
Jan Blinn donated all the scrapbooking supplies
needed to complete the project.
Children and their families made 50 snowman
crafts during our Advent Luncheon. These crafts
will be delivered to the East Deer Personal Care
Home in Creighton. Many of the residents who
will receive these crafts and notes have little or
no contact from family.

Deacon Emergency Fund
The Deacons quietly helped multiple
members of our community who were
having trouble paying basic bills.

Haiti Mission Team
Team members attended a meeting at the
Pittsburgh Presbytery Office where they heard a
presentation from a member of the Bower Hill
Church team who had just returned from Haiti

The Team also welcomed Doug Blinn to the team.

Doug and Hannah Blinn will travel to Mississippi
in March to be trained by Living Waters for the
World.

Thanksgiving
Blessings

e Our Deacons distributed 53
Thanksgiving Baskets (with
turkey and fixings for a full
Thanksgiving feast) to clients of
the West Deer Food Bank.

e Our thanks to the
congregation for their $1,120
donation designated to pay for
the all the items stuffed in the
Thanksgiving baskets!

« Members of our Mission Ministry
Team baked many pumpkin pies
and delivered them to the Hot
Metal Bridge church, to be
served at their free Community
Thanksgiving Meal.

o Members of our Mission Ministry
Team spent their Thanksgiving
Day serving a Community
Thanksgiving Meal at the Arnold
Methodist Church. This was a
project of the Allegheny Valley
Association of Churches.

Deacon Emergency Fund
The Deacons quietly helped multiple
members of our community who
were having trouble paying basic
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