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...We Thank God For Youé 
 
Thanksgiving is a national, secular holiday, but it 

surely has spiritual underpinnings! Paul the 
Apostle directs: ñIn everything give thanks, for this 
is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.ò 

We pause this season and give thanks for the good 
things in our lives. Year after year God blesses us. 
God blesses East Union Church. We are thankful 
for committed church officers, giving mission 
workers, passionate worshipers, faithful outreach 
event workers, and dedicated staff. We give 
thanks for you and for all those here serving Christ 
together! 

This issue of The Compass features news about our 
seasonal missions: Thanksgiving Basket 
Distribution, Operation Christmas Child, 
Cabwaylingo Christmas Gift Mission, and 
Penguins Ticket Raffle to benefit our local ñMeals 
to Go.ò We give thanks for the opportunity to serve 
brothers and sisters in need, understanding that 
as we do mission work God partners with us and 
renews our lives in the process. 

We, at East Union, are in the midst of budgeting for 
2012. We seek Godôs blessing and your support 
as we move forward in ministry. We thank God for 
your faithful stewardship. Your generosity and 
even sacrifice help sustain and grow East Unionôs 
outreach and mission.  

Godôs will for us: In everything give thanks. But thereôs 
more to it than that, a holy secret, a surprise 
blessing! The wise person knows, ñThe heart that 
gives thanks is a happy oneéThe more we say 
thanks, the more we find to be thankful foréWe 

donôt give thanks because we are happy. Rather, 
we are happy because we give thanks.ò  

Happy Thanksgiving!  
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This monthôs events... 
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Thanksgiving Baskets For Needy Families  

Saturday, November 19
th

  

 
Each year our church is able to provide some sustenance and spiritual joy to 55 families in 
our community during the Thanksgiving season. Our deacons plan for Thanksgiving Basket 
Distribution and then distribute the food to the clients of the West Deer Food Bank. Each 
household receives a box filled with all the fixings for a Thanksgiving feast. If you would like  
to donate, specify óBasketsô on your Sunday contribution envelope or mail it to the church.  

May God bless your Thanksgiving with everything good!  

Popcorn & A Movie  

Friday, November 4, 7pm  

In the East Union Community Center 
 

The public is invited to this family gathering, 
free of charge. The show is appropriate for all 
ages.  Bring your sleeping bag & pillow, and 
enjoy free popcorn and a great family movie. 

Unity Sunday Schedule  

One Worship Service  

Worship Begins at 10am  

ñññññññññññññ 

November 27, 2011  

First Sunday of Advent  

Lunch Reception to Follow  

Sunday School 9 ð9:30am this day  
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December 18, 2011  

Childrenõs Christmas Presentation 

Lunch Reception to Follow  

No Sunday School this day  

ñññññññññññññ 

December 25 & January 1  

Christmas Day and New Yearõs Day 

One Service will be Observed with 

No Lunch Reception To Follow  

No Sunday School these days  
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Worship Services Resume Regular 

Time Schedule on all other Sundays  

Drawing For Two  

Pittsburgh Penguins Tickets  

Drawing Held 12/3/2011  

 
Pens vs. Tampa Bay Game  
Sunday, February 12, 2012  

Sec 219, Center Row L 
Lexus Club Passes Included! 

Tickets $2 each or 3/$5 
Proceeds Benefit 'Meals To Go'  

 

Can You Help Sell Tickets?  

Perhaps you have friends, family, or co-
workers interested in a chance to attend. 
There are 12 tickets/book.  
ðððððððððððððððððð 

Available at Church Office or contact Teresa 
Williams at 412-767-8667 



 

 
 

 

From The Pastorõs Desk... 

Rev. James C. Ramsey 

 
ñWORSHIP IS AT THE VERY heart of the churchôs life. All that the church is and does 

is rooted in its worship. The community of faith, gathered in response to Godôs call, is 
formed in its worship. Worship is the principal influence that shapes our faith, and is the 
most visible way we express our faith.ò 

 

 So begins the Preface of the Book of Common Worship ï the official service book of 
Presbyterians. Worship is fundamentally important to us, yet we must be careful not to take it 
for granted. Some of us are so ñusedò to worship, its movements and its rhythms, that we hardly 
think about what we are doing or why we are doing it. Yet there are others among us, who 
come from different backgrounds, either different faith traditions or different congregations or 
from no church background at all, who are confused by what we do in worship and what we 
mean by our rituals and traditions.  

 
What do you think of worship?  

What motivates you to go?  
What is the purpose of worship?  

Who is supposed to be served by your/our worship?  
Presbyterian author Rev. James W. Angell writes that worship has been called ñGodôs 

party,ò a festival of meaning that includes One (God) who is the life of the party.  

 
My own Presbyterian career began, before I can remember, when I was baptized as an 

infant at Park Presbyterian Church in Beaver. I have continued to worship in Presbyterian 
churches ever since. Of course I  now lead most of those services ï but am glad to attend when 
I get the chance, when I have vacation or study leave, or most recently when I attended the 
Haiti Project Solar Training, which featured informal, but moving, worship every day. I very 
much relate to Angellôs description of worship as ñGodôs party.ò I love to hear the Word of God, I 
love to sing ï all kinds of hymns and songs ï and still get goosebumps in worship, often when I 
donôt expect them! What about you, what parts of worship strike you? I was surprised to hear 
from our Spring Confirmation Class that the Prayer of Confession was a key part of the Sunday 
service for them! 

 
Dr. Marva Dawn, a world-wide authority on Christian worship, challenges modern church-

goers. She insists that we are more and more products of our environment and thus are losing 
touch with the biblical understanding of worship. She points out that we live in ñThe Culture of 
Narcissismò where there is an ever-growing selfishness, that is, we are less and less prompted 
by larger concerns and by care for others than ever before. She also call this present time an 
age of marketing, characterized by an endless barrage of advertisements inviting us to pamper 
ourselves with countless new fads and fashions. ñEven if we resist this materialistic 
consumerism, we cannot avoid its incessant pressureséunless we are perpetually vigilant, we 
find ourselves asking about everything (including worship) óWhatôs in it for me?ô This inevitably 
leads to the complaint, óI didnôt get much out of that worship service.ôò 
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Session Report                             by Carol McCaskey, Clerk  

Session met on Saturday, October 22, 2011 after the All Church Officers Retreat in the 
Community Center. Topics discussed and approved included: 
 

The following baptisms were approve: 
Rachel Klemmenson, daughter of Beth and Paul Klemmensen, to be baptized on 
Sunday, October 30, 2011 
Evelyn VanderSchaaff, daughter of Jodi and Jim VanderSchaaff, to be baptized on 
Sunday, November 20, 2011 

Approved transfer request for Ed Kennedy to have his membership moved to Parkwood 
 Presbyterian Church.  

Session and Trustees met to review and discuss the budget for 2012 
The elders, deacons, and trustees gathered together for an All Officers Church Retreat (see 
óCharting a Course for East Unionô- page 6)  
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Worship is for God, says Dawn (and Angell), because creatures owe their Creator 
praise. The psalms clearly insist that all the earth responds to Godôs gift of being.  

 
This month we will explore our worship and its various parts in a unique service called an 

Instructed Service. On Sunday, November 13, at both 8:30 and 11:00 am, we will walk 
through our own service, explaining and meditating as we go. The sermon will explicate why 
we do what we do and what we mean ï throughout the service, instead of at any one time. I 
hope you will join us on this special and unique Sunday.  

 
 This month I also begin a new version of spiritual communication. Every week by e-

mail, church members will receive my E-pistle. It will be a brief prayerful meditation coupled 
with a preview of Sundayôs worship theme, including what I (or Jo) is thinking about the 
upcoming sermon. We will be making a concerted effort to update our e-mail contact list on 
Sunday mornings, so that everyone will be able to receive this mid-week, care-full contact 
from your worship leader to you! 

 
 Because we are Godôs people, we begin every day with a worshipful sense of gratitude to 
our Lord and Savior, saying, ñThis is the day the LORD has made, let us rejoice and be glad 
in it.ò I hope to see you in worship! 
 
Peace, 
James 
 

From The Pastorõs Deské  (continued) 


